General Welfare Requirement: Safeguarding and Promoting Children’s Welfare

The provider must take necessary steps to safeguard and promote the welfare of children.



Safeguarding children
1.9 Maintaining children’s safety and security on premises

Policy statement

We maintain the highest possible security of our premises to ensure that each child is safely cared for during their time with us.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Procedures

Children's personal safety
· We ensure all employed staff have been checked for criminal records by an enhanced disclosure from the Disclosure and Barring Service.

· Adults do not normally supervise children on their own.
· All children are supervised by adults at all times.

· Whenever children are on the premises at least two adults are present.

· We carry out risk assessment to ensure children are not made vulnerable within any part of our premises, nor by any activity.

· All staff are fully paediatric first aid confident.

· All staff to remain alert to any signs that a child may be showing symptoms of illness.
Security
· Systems are in place for the safe arrival and departure of children. Only known adults are permitted to collect children. In the event of an emergency situation a password system is in place.
· The times of the children's arrivals and departures are recorded by the nominated person on the door.

· Only one staff member (usually the manager or deputy) is responsible for the front doors safety at drop off and pick up times.

· Children are brought to the door by the nominated person on the door, as they are ready to be collected.
· All other children remain in the main room under the supervision of the other staff members.

· The front door is closed immediately after a child has left the building and before opening the final outer door in order to pass them into the safety of their parent/carer.

· If parent/carers need a prolonged discussion concerning their child at drop off or pick up times, they are invited into the setting to do so and the door secured behind them.

· Breakfast and after school club children will be required to wait for entry to the building until such a time as the hall way is clear of children being picked up or dropped off to preschool, when they will then be admitted and signed in by the afterschool club lead.

· The arrival and departure times of adults - staff, volunteers and visitors - are recorded.

· Our systems prevent unauthorised access to our premises, until identity has been verified.
· The personal possessions of staff and volunteers are securely stored during sessions.
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Other useful Pre-school Learning Alliance publications
· Risk Management in Early Years Settings (2007)


